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\ POLITICAL ACTIVITY BY AGENCY EMPLOYEES
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Msmtimﬂmwnﬂww«ﬁmmmﬁm concerning
participation in politicel activities imposed by the Batch Act, as
sended, snd Agency regulations.

The Hstch Act prohibits employees from:

(1) Using official suthority or influence for the pwrpose of interfering
with an slection or affecting its results.

(2) Taiking sa sctive part in politfcal mmuagement or in & political
m‘@o

The Civil Service Commission has campiled lists of the more commo:: types
of politicel seilvities probhibited snd permitted under the Hateh Act.
This meterial is sumserized in peragraphs 2 and 3 below.

The direct language of the Hateh Act specifically provides thet ail
amployees retsin the right to vote as they choese.

The right to express politicel opinions 1s reserved to all employves.
Note: This reservation is subject to the prohibition that such persons
may not take active psrt in politicel mensgement or in political campaigns.

It is Jewful for eny officer or employee to meke s voluntary contribution
0 & regularly constituted politicsl orgenization, provided such contribu-
tien is not made in o Pederal bullding or to some other officer o employec
who is prohibited by Federsl law from accepting contriButions.

mwummmaﬂienmpmnmwmmww
peytlaan political menegesent is showmn.

It iz lawful for eny officer or employee to display a political picture
in his home if he so desireas.
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While 1t is not wiseful for an officer or employes to weer a political
bedge or button or to disploy e political sticker on his private suto-

. movile (exeept where forbidden hy locel crdinence), it is regardec as
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e

comtraxry to the apirit of the law for s public servant to meke s partisan
displey of mny kind, while or duty conducting the public business.

A Pederal employee is permitted to sign petitions, including nomdnating
petitions, s3 an individual without reference to his commection with the
Govermment; however, he may not initiste them or canvess for the pignstures
of others, if the petitione are identified with politicsl menagement or

The Hastch Aot o designed to prohibit those subject to it from assuning
politiesl lesdership or becoming prominemtly identified with emy political
movement, perty, faction, or cendidate for eleetion to public office In

& partisen political cempelign. '

Federal employees ere prohibited from:

' {1) Serving ov or for any political comdttee, party, or other similar

orgenization, or serving sa a delegate or alternete to & caxus or
perty convention.

(2) Seliciting or handling political eontributicns.
{(3) Soliciting ssle of or selling politicsl party dinmer tickets.

(4) Serving ss officer of a politiocal club, s memdar or officer of any
of 1ts committees, sddressing such & club or being active in orgenizing
it.

{5) Serving iz connection with preperatiom for, wmmg, or eonducting
& political meeting or rally, sddressing such s meeting, or taking
any other setive part therein except as e spectator.

{6) Engeging in activity st the polls (at primery or regular elections},
such as soiieciting votes, asasisting voters to mark ballots, or trans-
porting or helping to gwt out the voters on registration or election

days

(7) MActing as recorder, checker, watcher, or challenger of &y perty
or faction. )

(8) writing for publication or publishing sny letter or article, signed
or wunsigned, in favor of or against any politicel pariy or cendldate.
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{s) Becoming & candidate for nominstion or elestion to office, Federal,
State, eounty, or municipal, which is to be filled in sn eloction
in which party candidstes mre involved, or scoliciting othex: to
become omndidates for nomination or election to such offioe:.

(10) Dietrituting cempaign litersture or material.

| (1) ging in political conferences, or cenvaesing & district or mncitixm
P : pnlmieal support for & pexrty, twt&m, or candidate.

L, Agency persouhsl are reminded that the involvement of CIA employces in
controversial politicel matters mey not only revesl their identificstion with
CIA but their participstion may be construed ss @ reflection of sn officisl
STATINTLMWW%W of the Agency. reguires that prior secwity

clearence will be obtained with mum speeches, s other
private aetivites which m:l@tmamhlyhc comstrued to sffect the security
of the Agency, directly or indirectly.
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of Perponme]l will cbtein the advice of the Office of the General Counsel an
such questions wvhenever necessary.

-/} S;/,/i

L. K. VEITE
Deputy Director

(Swpport)
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